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Under the second head two cases are recorded. In one the tearing was produced through adhesion of the right tube to a portion of the small intestine, the wall of which was drawn out like a funnel. The tube was drawn out and atrophied to a thin string.
Under the third head the author describes seven cases. The adhesion of the affected tube and ovary occurred in two instances in the recto-vaginal space; the tearing was caused in one through the uterus during repeated pregnancies; in the other, where the adhesion had 110 doubt been acquired in infancy, the cause was the growing uterus.
The author relates six cases of tearing asunder of the tubes and ovaries, and strangulation of the ovary through axial twisting. The direction in which the twisting took place was various. Inordinately enlarged ovaries may become twisted by a rolling over of the tumour backwards or forwards. The adhesions which the ovary commonly exhibits are acquired cither before or after the twisting. In one case of a free normal ovary the twisting was probably occasioned Dy the habitual position of the ovary and tube in an inguinal hernia. In five cases the ovary was diseased and enlarged from cystic formations. In three of these the twisting was caused by the attempts of the much enlarged ovary to adapt itself to the surrounding organs, and especially through the pressure of the intestines.
The anomaly is important, since it may give rise to fatal accidents.
II. Gestation. The instrument, which he calls Avxhenister, is fourteen inches long, and consists of four pieces?1, the hook, the curve of which is to be so laid over the child's neck that the point reaches far beyond, and can be guarded by the hand; 2, the knife, with its self-closing sheath; 3, the apparatus for setting the knife in motion j and I, the handle. After the application of the hook over the neck, a strong pull downwards by means of the hand which grasps the handle, fixes the neck as steadily as possible in the centre of the pelvic brim, whilst the hand in the pelvis fixes the instrument and sets the screw in motion. This gradually draws the driving-bar downwards towards the handle, so that the free point of the knife approaches the point of the hook. By further turns of the screw the blade is so moved that its edge completely cuts through the child's neck ; then the point of the knife is moved into the concave side of the curve of the hook, rendering a wounding of the mother's soft parts impossible. After cutting through the neck, the instrument is strongly drawn downwards, so that its upper part may be passed through between head and trunk. Dr. Sickel, the reporter of the obstetric department of Schmidt's ' Jahrbuch,' says the principle of this instrument is the same as that of the instrument described by Concato. In all the severe cases, repeated shivering-fits occurred sooner or later. In many cases a pustular and furunculous inflammation appeared upon the sacrum and around the anus.
In most of the cases (but not even in all the fatal ones) were symptoms of peritonitis, with so much exsudation that the navel in one case was distended like a large apple, and being opened with a lancet, emitted a fluid, yellow, flocculent exsudation, which lasted several weeks. This patient ultimately recovered. In two other cases discharge took place through the large intestine.
The spleen was always found enlarged, its substance breaking up. From the beginning ofDecember, bronchitis and pleurisy were very common, and pneumonia occasional. In the fatal cases there was a copious fluid effusion in one or both pleura;, and of commonly a plastic layer on the diseased parts of the lungs.
The heart often contained considerable coagula and masses of fibrin, mother cases some fluid blood.
Duriiig and after the epidemic, mastitis was unusually frequent, commonly with suppuration. As was usually observed in furious epidemics, not seldom the infants participated in the sickness of the mothers; they were with greater frequency deadborn, or died early, mostly from thrombosis of the umbilical vessels.
The contagious property of this diphtheritic exudation was made probable by the fact that every two or three of the seven cases had been attended by the same practitioners.
